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The Neuroscience of Communication Development Lab (N-
CoDe Lab) is a research lab based at the Department of 
Psychology at Royal Holloway, University of London. The lab is 
directed by Dr. Saloni Krishnan (Lecturer in Psychology). We 
are interested in how we learn language, and why some 
children struggle to learn language. You can find out more 
about us and the research we do on our lab website: 
www.ncodelab.com  
 
The N-CoDe Lab would like to invite your child to join a 
new research study. This sheet provides you with more 
information about the study. If there is anything else you wish 
to know, please ask us.  

Why are you doing this research?  
We are investigating why we are motivated to learn new 
words. Do we find learning new words rewarding? Can we 
make learning experiences more interesting? And how does 
the influence of motivation and reward change as we grow up? 
We hope to find answers to these questions, and believe that 
they will have useful applications to a range of areas including 
education, foreign language learning apps, and helping those 
with speech and language disabilities.  
 
Why have you invited my child to take part? 
We have invited secondary school students, aged 10-16, who 
have grown up speaking English in the UK to take part.  
 
Does my child have to take part?  
No, it is up to you and your child to decide whether they 
take part. Even if you decide to allow them to participate, you 
or they can reconsider and withdraw from the study, without 
needing to give a reason and without penalty.  
 

What will happen if my child takes part in the study?  
This study will take place on 2 consecutive days. On the first 
day, we will ask you to fill a consent form, after which we will 
also ask your child for consent.  

Once they consent, your child will be asked to play a short 
online game, which takes about 15-20 minutes to 
complete. This game can be completed on a laptop or 
computer at home or at school. Please try to ensure that your 
child is in a quiet space free from distractions while playing the 
game. During this game, they will have to solve for the 
meaning of some made-up words. They will then rate how 
confident they were in their answer, how fun they thought the 
trial was, and how tired they’re feeling.  

The following day, you will be emailed a link to the remainder 
of the game for your child to complete. In this second part, we 
will simply assess if they remember the words they 
encountered previously. This session will last approximately 5 
minutes. Your child must complete this task to enter our 
prize draw. 

Please do not help your child during the games, as we want 
to find out how children perform on these tasks. There is no 
“correct” level of performance. 

Are there any risks in taking part?  
There are no risks associated with taking part in this study.  
 
Are there any benefits from taking part? 
There are no direct benefits from taking part in this study. 
As a recognition for your child’s time, upon their completion 
of the game, your child will become eligible to win a £50 
Amazon voucher. The prize draw will be conducted at the 
end of the study. In addition, your child’s school will receive a 
£25 book voucher by agreeing to help us with our research.  
 
Will anyone know that my child is taking part in this 
research? 
Information collected from your child during this study will 
be kept confidential, for instance by using a code instead of 
their name or email to identify their data. Personal data, such 
as email addresses, will be stored on secure experiment 
management systems, password protected computers, or 
university servers. Records containing emails and any other 
identifying information will be destroyed as soon as it is no 
longer necessary for the research. All personal information will 
be deleted within 5 years of study completion, unless you give 
us your permission to retain contact details. Occasionally, 
responsible members of the university look at research 
records to check the accuracy of the research. 
Sometimes, new methods to analyse data become available 
after a study has ended. Therefore, we ask your permission to 
share anonymised research data with other researchers. Your 
child’s name or any information that could identify them will 
not be shared. This anonymised data will be stored 
indefinitely.  
 
What will happen to the results of the research? 
We want to publish the results of this study in a scientific 
journal, and this data may also be used in applications for 
future funding. We may also present the results at scientific 
conferences and seminars, and post summaries of our findings 
on our websites. We plan to make data from this study 
available to other researchers, but will ensure that all personal 
identifiers, such as your child’s name or contact details, are 
removed. It will not be possible to identify your child‘s data 
in any report or publication. We are happy to send you a 
summary of the research findings if you are interested. 
 
What if something goes wrong? 
If something goes wrong, you are entitled to make a 
complaint. If you have any concerns, please email the N-CoDe 
Lab Director, Dr. Krishnan <saloni.krishnan@rhul.ac.uk> 
 
What if I have further questions? 
We are happy to answer questions; email us at 
ncodelab@rhul.ac.uk  


