
PhD Opportunities 

 

The Department of Psychology at Royal Holloway, University of London invites 

applications for PhD studentship for the academic year 2013-14. 

The Department of Psychology was ranked 7th in the UK in the 2008 Research 

Assessment Exercise (RAE) and was ranked 4
th

 overall in the Guardian league tables.  

The department has over thirty members of academic staff and some 25 post-graduate 

research (PhD) students.  We offer a vibrant research community and excellent facilities 

including a research designated functional imaging unit.  The department is part of The 

South East Doctoral Training Centre which unites the Universities of Kent, Reading, 

Royal Holloway and Surrey in providing outstanding postgraduate training in the M25 

region through ESRC funding. 

In addition to ESRC funding, a number of funding opportunities exist including College 

studentships. These provide a stipend and also cover the tuition fees for UK and EU 

students.   Overseas applicants are also welcome to apply but would be required to pay 

the OS tuition fees.  There may be opportunities to compete for scholarships to cover part 

of these fees. We encourage applications from students with good undergraduate degrees 

in Psychology, or related disciplines to contact potential supervisors via e-mail before 

submitting a full application.  Further details regarding supervisors’ research interests 

along with suggested PhD topics, and details of the application process, are described on 

our web site: 

(http://www.rhul.ac.uk/psychology/prospectivestudents/postgraduateresearch/home.aspx)

.  

In addition, we invite outstanding applications for four specific areas of research: 

Behavioural and Cognitive Neuroscience 

The work of the Brain, Action and Cognition lab focuses on the neural processes that 

underlie the control of movement, learning and decision-making in the human brain. The 

work explores ideas based on frameworks that integrate the biology of the brain, 

behaviour and theory. The methods used include Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) 

and behavioural methods that systematically investigate learning and decision-making. 

Current work is focused on the role of the cortico-cerebellar system in the acquisition of 

cognitive and motor skills, the anatomy and evolution of the human brain, and on 

circuitry that supports social cognition. We invite students to apply for PhDs in these or 

in related topics. The lab is well-funded, has an outstanding publication track record, and 

has access to state-of-the-art research facilities including a research-dedicated MRI 

scanner here at Royal Holloway. Further details can be found at 

http://www.pc.rhul.ac.uk/sites/NeuroscienceLab/ 

For details, contact Dr Ramnani: Email: n.ramnani@rhul.ac.uk 

http://www.rhul.ac.uk/psychology/prospectivestudents/postgraduateresearch/home.aspx
http://www.pc.rhul.ac.uk/sites/NeuroscienceLab/
mailto:n.ramnani@rhul.ac.uk


Social psychology 

 

We invite students to apply for PhD research using quantitative or qualitative methods in 

the following areas: (1) social psychology of the internet and online behaviour – for 

example, the role of social networking sites in the maintenance and development of self 

and identity; (2) the social psychology of Islamophobic prejudice, and in particular causal 

mechanisms associated with identity threat and media exposure; (3) social psychological 

aspects of national identity, nationalism and patriotism.  

For details, contact Dr Cinnirella: Email: m.cinnirella@rhul.ac.uk 

 

Clinical cognitive neuroscience 

A PhD student is sought for a fully funded PhD studentship to work on fMRI and 

cognitive aspects of multiple sclerosis (MS). An interest in neurological disease and/or 

brain structure and function is an advantage. Previous experience of fMRI work would be 

helpful. There may be some international collaboration and so a willingness to travel 

within and outside the UK is preferable. The supervisor will be Dawn Langdon, Professor 

of Neuropsychology and there will be support from Professor Andrew Smith, Research 

Chair of Psychology and Director of MRI. Contact: D.langdon@rhul.ac.uk. 

 

 Developmental cognitive neuroscience : 

 

Applicants are invited to study for a PhD in the area of developmental cognitive 

neuroscience, with an emphasis on emotion processing, emotion regulation, and social 

cognition in adolescence. Possible methods include behavioural testing, functional and 

structural MRI, eye-tracking and EEG. There is scope for working with special 

populations such as children and adolescents with social, emotional and behavioural 

difficulties: this could provide relevant experience for applicants wishing to pursue a 

career in clinical psychology. If you would like to discuss a potential idea, please contact 

Dr Catherine Sebastian (catherine.sebastian@rhul.ac.uk) directly in the first instance. 

Speech and Language 

Applications are invited for PhD studies in the neural and behavioural correlates of 

human vocal communication. This covers a range of topics, including mechanisms of 

speech perception and production, individual differences in speech perception, perception 

and production of emotional vocalizations, vocal identity processing, brain function and 

structure in vocal expertise (beatboxers, impersonators), multimodal speech perception, 

social cues in spoken communication. Techniques in the lab include functional and 

structural MRI, behavioural testing, acoustic analysis, MEG (depending on availability). I 

am keen to hear from potential students with project ideas on (i) Multimodal emotion 

perception, (ii) Plasticity in vocal identity perception and production or (iii) Sensorimotor 
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processing in vocal experts.  Previous research experience on relevant topics, competence 

in computer programming (Matlab preferred) and experience with acoustic-phonetic 

analysis (e.g. with Praat) are desirable, though not essential in all cases.   

E.mail: Carolyn.mcGettigan@rhul.ac.uk 

Cognitive Psychology 

Applicants are invited in the following areas: 

1. The cognitive psychology of selective attention, particularly in relation to settings in 

which cognitive performance takes place in the presence of potentially distracting sound. 

Recent work funded by the ESRC has centred on how top-down cognitive control can 

counter some but not all forms of auditory distraction and on how such control is 

modulated by both contextual factors (e.g., high task-load) and by stable individual 

differences in ‘working memory capacity’. More broadly within this theme, applicants 

are invited in areas that relate to inhibitory processing/negative priming, cognitive 

control, the influence of various types of task-load, and working memory capacity in 

visual, auditory, and crossmodal settings.   

2. Applicants are also invited for projects centred on the broad hypothesis that there may 

be no such thing as short-term memory in the sense of a dedicated short-term memory 

store or system. This interest stems from recent ESRC-funded research suggesting that 

cognitive performance that putatively reflects the operation of a short-term storage  

system reflects instead the parasitic use of ‘peripheral’ (i.e., non-memorial) perceptual 

organisation and motor-planning processes. Proposals are particularly welcome for 

projects designed to examine the extent to which this perceptual-gestural framework may 

provide a novel means of understanding longer-term sequence learning. 

 

Email: Rob.Hughes@rhul.ac.uk 
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