
PhD Opportunities in working memory 
 

The Department of Psychology at Royal Holloway, University of London invites 
applications for PhD studentship for the academic year 2011-12. 

The Department of Psychology was ranked 7th in the UK in the 2008 Research 
Assessment Exercise (RAE) and was ranked 4th overall in the Guardian league tables.  
The department has over thirty members of academic staff and some 25 post-graduate 
research (PhD) students.  We offer a vibrant research community and excellent facilities 
including a research designated functional imaging unit.   

A number of funding opportunities exist including College studentships. These provide a 
stipend and also cover the tuition fees for UK and EU students.   Overseas applicants are 
also welcome to apply but would be required to pay the OS tuition fees.  There may be 
opportunities to compete for scholarships to cover part of these fees. We encourage 
applications from students with good undergraduate degrees in Psychology, or related 
disciplines to contact potential supervisors via e-mail before submitting a full application.  
Further details regarding supervisors’ research interests along with suggested PhD topics, 
and details of the application process, are described on our web site: 
(http://www.rhul.ac.uk/psychology/prospectivestudents/postgraduateresearch/home.aspx 

The amount of information that can be held in working memory differs greatly 
from person to person. These individual differences in capacity are important, 
particularly in childhood: over 80% of children with low working-memory capacity 
(those in the bottom 10th percentile for their age group) have substantial 
problems with either reading or mathematics, or usually both (Gathercole and 
Alloway, 2008). We are seeking talented final year undergraduate or MSc 
students, who are interested in developmental psychology and/or cognitive 
neuroscience, and who would like to study these memory problems. They are 
encouraged to apply for a studentship, to undertake a PhD under the supervision 
of Dr. Duncan Astle, focussing on individual and developmental differences in 
working memory capacity. Potential candidates are encouraged to contact Dr. 
Astle to discuss potential proposals, with there being plenty of scope for students 
interested in executive control, working memory, visual attention and childhood 
development to put together an engaging research program. Further information 
can be obtained from Dr Astle, duncan.astle@rhul.ac.uk. 
 
Remaining queries can be directed to: 
Dr Tamar Pincus (t.pincus@rhul.ac.uk) (Director of Graduate Studies) and Carol 
Blackman (carol.blackman@rhul.ac.uk) (Postgraduate secretary). 
 
 
Closing date:  22 March 2011 
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